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ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF QUEENSLAND 
A Petition for Royal Assent to the addition of the 
prefix "Royal" to the title of the ''Historical Society of 
Queensland, Incorporated" was prepared in November 
1958, and submitted through The Honourable G. F. R. 
Nicklin, M.L.A., Premier and Chief Secretary, to His 
Excellency Colonel Sir Henry Abel Smith, K.C.V.O., 
D.S.O., the Governor of Queensland, with a request that 
His Excellency might be pleased to forward this Peti-
tion for Her Majesty's pleasure. 
The President, Sir Raphael Cilento, announced at 
the February meeting that he had been advised by the 
Honourable the Premier, Mr. G. F. R. Nicklin, M.L.A., 
that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II had graciously 
given assent to the addition of the prefix ''Royal" to the 
title of the "Historical Society of Queensland, Incor-
porated." 
Sir Raphael Cilento, Mr. Arthur Laurie, and Com-
mander N. S. Pixley later waited upon His Excellency 
to pay the respects of the Society to Her Majesty, and 
to thank His Excellency for the interest shown in the 
Society. 
According to the "Australian Encyclopaedia," the 
Australian Historical Society held its inaugural meet-
ing in Sydney on 15th March 1901, and in 1918 was 
granted permission to prefix the word "Royal" to its 
title; The Historical Society of Victoria was founded on 
21st May 1909, and it became the Royal Historical 
Society of Victoria in 1952. 
In point of time, the Historical Society of Queens-
land is third in seniority in Australia, the inaugural 
meeting being held on 21st August 1913. The Society 
was created a body corporate by Letters Patent issued 
on 20th February 1936, under "The Religious, Educa-
tional and Charitable Institutions Act of 1861." 

